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Always a pleasant sight to see both sports being played at the same ground��
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As this is Old Parkonian`s Cricket Club`s sixtieth anniversary  year, I thought it appropriate to 
mention  the man, a founder member, the legend who made it all possible, who unfortunately 
had to leave the field of play on 89, in 2005. A man we all knew, a man we all loved, a man 
who had a keen sense of humour & a good hand & eye co-ordination off the field. 

I first met Mr Ronnie Caton in 1998, the year Dave & I came to the club. He introduced himself 
to us while, at the same time picking the remnants of  Evo`s tea from his beard, consisting of 
tomato, egg &salad cream, or it may have been mayonnaise, knowing what I know now it 
would be salad cream, however  it produced an  endearing image that will stay with me forever, 
a very colourful collage. Both of which are now club folk lore, although sadly we all still have 
to endure one of them. 

Ronnie could always be found sitting with the lads by the score box having a laugh & joke with 
them. He must have been a proud man seeing how the cricket section & the ground had 
unfolded &developed  over the previous 50 plus years although, one fears he may be feeling a 
wee bit restless in the current climate. 

 Nevertheless, it`s because of people like Ron & their taken for granted efforts that has enabled 
O.P.C.C. to flourish over the years & hopefully Ron`s legacy will reach its maiden century & 
beyond. We must all be aware, this will not happen if we stand by, & do nothing while 
criticising others as there will only be one loser.��

�

�



�

�

Former O.P.C.C. Captains 
Lazy version 

�

Pre 1987 captain of both Saturday & Sunday teams�
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Two former captains. Geoff Davis & Dave Evans 

 

 

The Magnificent Seven 

but 3 of them can`t count 
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A Brief History of O.P.C.C. @ Holm Lane 

The cricket section was formed in 1950, playing on coconut matting on the rugby ground, then 
moving to a ground share with Victory Kidder CC in Arrowe Park. When the Holm Lane 
grounds were re-developed in 1970/71 a cricket square was made between the two new rugby 
pitches, which is still evident, and was in use two years later & still is today. 

Having looked oldest fixture book to hand (1954-56) I came across a few facts, some amusing 
& some eye opening. For instance: 

Was anybody aware that Mr Ron Caton would have been a regular recipient of the duck bat. 
Fortunately for him that prize did not arrive until40 years later 

No Parks player managed to reach a score of 50 in two years, however, that was due to a bowler 
named J Kendall who took fiffas & sixers on a very regular basis, for fun even. He managed to 
take a fiffa + in 4 consecutive matches. 

Our club president & opening bat, Geoff Davis managed to take 6 wickets v Ranks at Oxton. 

R Pritchard became the first batsman to score a 50 v N.W.G.B. (north west gas board) at 
Arrowe Park. 

In the how out column there were a couple of unconventional modes of dismissals entered in 
the book: 

Horribly, unfortunately, played on, umpire said so & walked.  

 

Never even had  a proper scorebook, where they the good old days ? 
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Reverse side from the 1965 fixture list above 

Friendly games with one team were played until we joined the Wirral league in 1987, finishing 
the 1988 season as champions, 1990 saw the formation of a second XI in the Wirral league. A 
3rd XI was formed in 1994 and plays in the Bromborough Paints Merseyside cricket 
competition. 

From 1992/96 the club played in the North Cheshire league, 1997/99 in the Merseyside cricket 
competition, moving again in 2000 to the Meller Braggins Cheshire cricket league.  

Sunday and mid-week matches are played throughout the season. The under 13 and under 15 
teams play in the Wirral junior league. 

A more in depth study revealed that the 37 years Parks spent playing friendly matches was the 
only option to a lot of the Wirral &Works clubs.(Ranks, Lairds, Cadbury`s, Jacobs, Sunlight, 
Nalgo  Dockers club & various other local firms. 

Some of those teams/clubs attempted to gain entry into the Flintshire Cricket League while at 
the same time more & more clubs on the Wirral were emerging, so it was up to the powers that 
be to use a bit of common & see the potential, which they did. 

However, with the introduction of The Wirral Cricket League meant that teams who joined up 
would not be available for the traditional Saturday friendly games, so rather than fold, it made 
sense to join the league. One would imagine that at least the basic facilities would have to be in 
place! Because of the rugby section Parks would have had better facilities than most. 

In the present day however, there is more funding available from outside sources. 

There was also the attraction of being a league club, or the loss of players if not. The task of 
organising fixtures would certainly have made life a lot easier for club officials. 
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 The standardisation of start times, format & the regionalisation of the clubs would finely tune 
the structure, & got them out of the bar, while making it less expensive & time consuming 
when it came to travelling. 

League cricket also urged development in players, facilities which led to higher status which in 
turn attracted the better players, unfortunately it also led to semi professionalism. Clubs would 
pay a wage good to an outsider in order to enhance their trophy & status rather than develop 
within, & that mentality is still abundant today. Certain individuals taking 5 wickets & scoring 
60,70 plus runs on a weekly basis. 

If we take another point of view at that situation. Clubs were forced to join the league otherwise 
they would have ceased to function, but the monster had to be harnessed some how. 

But on a sour note the introduction of an axe wielding de-industrialising maniac in the 1980`s 
saw the demise of several works cricket clubs & their playing fields made a very handsome 
profit. 

Now in the present day we have numerous cricket leagues. Meller Braggins Cheshire Cricket 
League formed in 1974, Cheshire County League, formed in 1975 Cheshire Alliance League, 
The Liverpool Cricket Comp & Business Assistance, Liverpool Competition Premier League & 
Merseyside Merseyside Cricket Comp and Southport Cricket Alliance ,amongst others. 

 

Looking at this very comprehensive 1981 fixture list, it shows how during those 30 years, Parks 
had managed to establish & intermingle with the more established & illustrious clubs in the 
area. Some of which go back as far as the early part of the 20th century & even as far back as  
early 19th century.  Old Parks still retain a link with several of the clubs above. Mainly in the 
form of the under – 9`s & 15s whilst the Sunday Neston & Burton fixtures continue. The only 
teams I know who can count the number of balls in an over on one hand. 

In comparison Parks where the new kids on the block for 30 years, yet they were still six years 
away from attaining league status. 
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Perhaps 1987 was the time for Parks to join the league? As coincidence would have it the same 
year as Mini & Fletch joined the human race. They had built a good team around a person who 
had the true qualities of a captain about him, as you don’t become champions in such a short 
space of time (1988) without one. 

 

The judges in the ice cream parlour were far from impressed 7 x 0.0, while it seems Peter Evans is itching to get 
in the showers. And who is that shy young lad doing his best to keep out of Evo`s reach ?  

 

A few years on, but once again Ritchie is still in scrum mode & once again Braddy is the victim of his 
affectionate arm. Far be it from me to cast aspersions, your honour. 
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One would assume cricket became popular within the club that a second XI was created to play 
in the Wirral league whilst the 1st XI moved up to the North Cheshire League, which in turn 
took both teams into the Meller Braggins League. 

Meanwhile behind the scenes the 3rd & 4th XI teams were created as a nursery feeders to the 
adult cricket section, a lot of credit going to Ray Prescott, Robbie Whales & others before my 
arrival, who had to coach, nurture & sometimes (lets use the term spoon feed to save any writs) 
yet they gave the lads the opportunity to show what they could do & give them the confidence 
to do it, with the bat ball & in the field.  

There were times when the opposition could be a bit intimidating & nasty towards the 
youngsters but they managed to hold their own. Character building being the order of the day. 

However, they also had fun, watching Wessy, Ritchie &Ray arguing with each other, the 
language being a bit choice at times, but the lads enjoyed it nevertheless, & so did yours truly. 

 

 

Tim Barratt, The Donk with his girlfriend & Keith, her ex. Who said Old Parks don`t cater for special needs 

Other matches aimed at that stage of development came in the form of Tuesday evening 
Twenty20 & the Sunday 40 over`s per side.  The last game of the season was a bit of fun with a 
Lads v Dads fixture. 

Apparently it caused a lot of confusion & argument in the same Burton v Neston fixture. 
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The Burton & Neston captains, unrelated of course! 

Possibly evolved from the same bag, but not the same hag. 

They seem to share the same features as the Priaulx tribe from deepest Upton via Jersey 

But let us not dwell on that issue for fear of upset. 

 

However, during the last four years there has unfortunately been a demise in the cricket section. 
Firstly, the 4th team folded, then last season a saw the end of the road of the vital 3rd XI which 
has meant a lack of new & younger recruits crossing from the junior section up to the adult 
section, which has somewhat aided  the 1st & 2nd XI`s moving down into the Cheshire Alliance. 

There has also been the lack of development in the form of midweek & Sunday games which 
has not been helped by a lack of availabilities, with the added, can`t be bothered ingredient 
which also infiltrated the second team so much so that fielding eleven players became 
something of a rarity.  

As we enter OPCC`s 61st year lets hope that a minor change of personnel, shared responsibility 
& a  much needed change of attitude can revitalise & energise the fortunes of the cricket 
section, & hopefully playing in a lower league my give the teams a much needed all round 
boost in confidence, achievement & desire, which hopefully will create a want to play attitude. 

Because if that does not happen, we may as well pack it in now. But yours truly is confident 
that we will ALL make it happen. 
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On a positive note, at the end of last season I managed to arrange two Sunday friendly matches, 
which were used as possible recruitment drives, with the aid of a non Evo tea. We managed to 
acquire the services of the one & only Keith Leicester, who was only too pleased to come back 
to Holm Lane. From the Rugby section we managed to persuade Andy Smith, Liam Sadler, 
Rhyan Evans & a couple more who reckon they can twat a ball over the rope, but I`m not to 
certain if they could chase one to the rope, we`ll see.  

So hopefully next season, we will be able to fulfil a lot more Sunday fixtures than we managed  
this year, on a fortnightly basis including Bank Holiday Monday`s, if possible, which I`m sure 
will please Ritchie. 

But we still have to address the problem of the missing link.... a third XI. 

 

What outside interest might all the players have had one eye on ? 

The clue is there David............ its over to you 

How important was that disallowed 4 by Ronnie as Parks were chasing 91 
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Old Parks opponents in the field Past & Present 

 

Alvanley (1884)Wirral(1957) Burton Northwich    Oakmere, Barnton 

Runcorn, WCC, Stockport Georgians, Hale Barns, Ashley, Stretton  

Woodford, C H Ladybridge, Alderley Park, Disley, Bunbury, Irby (1948)  

Upton (1901) Port Sunlight, Birkenhead Park (1846) Alder, Holmes Chapel, Prestbury,  

Kingsley, Malpas, Lindow  Ashton, Congleton, Cholmondeley,  

Wistaston, Neston (1895) Wallasey (1864) New Brighton(1856) Caldy(1920) Sefton Park, (1860) 

Aigburth (1807) Carmel, Chelford, Knutsford, Marple, Sale,  

Davenham  Alderley Edge, Frodsham, Wavertree (1854) MCC, Congleton  

CC Rainhill (1871) Barrow, Brooklands, Cheadle Hulme, Manweb,  

Widnes, Prescott Odyssey, Weaverham, Northern (1859) Sandbach & Maghull 

 

 

        The Pink Laddies on tour                                               No Ray, not with those holes in your feet 
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Let`s see who we can draw upon to mark this special year in Old Parks History. 

First & foremost, a man for all seasons, Ritchie Statto Beckett, a diamond geezer, if 
ever there was one, & a diamond mine of information, whether you want it or not.  

Then there`s Carl, a diamond dog, if ever there was one, indeed the term could have  
been created for him.  

There`s Will Walker whose cavalier attitude towards batting would be more at 
home on a diamond, with the petulance of Anne Diamond, when given out. 

Keeper Dave & his tone behind the stumps, who is certainly no Neil Diamond. 

John Cable came to us as a bit of a rough diamond, since, he has put in a number of 
polished performances. 

The term diamond also relates to the number 60. 

This brings to mind, veteran Jon Orr who runs between the stumps as if he`s 60.  

Dave Roscoe who is nearly 60, but is far more agile than Jon. 

Yours truly, gave up 60 ciggies a day, 60 months ago & has put on 60 lbs in the 
process. 
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My lad.(apologies Ritchie) The last player to take 60+ wickets in a season. 

Stewy a child of the 60`s, who has also been called upon to bat out the last 60 balls. 

Peter Fearon, a class act, but has the annoying habit of being, Gone In 60 Seconds. 

Lou, tries to score 60 in rapid time, but can take 60 balls to get off the mark. 

Evo`s fryer which has an oil change every 60,000 portions of chips 

Mr Chairman who still turns out at the age of 60+  

Dave Colborne who captained the first XI 60 times, it must have felt like it. 

          �

�
The chairman shaking hands without imposing an Old Parks cap on his unsuspecting victim�  

 

Bob the third umpire & his partner in crime. Although Bob seems to be more interested in the lens !. 

�
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Derek with son Steve. Well somebody likes Peter`s chips, with Ketchup of course. 

Old Parks Cricket Club History Quiz 

 

 

1 Who is this current member, who still turns out.  

2Which 1st XI captain had had to endure 3 Duck bats  

3 Which well known character made his Old Parks debut on the day England won the world 
cup in 1966  

4 Whose 2nd XI bowling figures for the season of 2004 read. Bowled 1 ball, took 1 wicket. 

 6 Which award did John & Ritchie Beckett, Carl Brannon & Hugh Graham all share in 2000 

7 Who has had the best 2nd XI batting averages award a total of seven times 

8 Which Hitch was the last to score 1000 runs for the season          
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9 Which OPCC player was also known as the above 

10 Which ex play runs this cricket/sports club  

 

 

Ritchie & Braddy together again, much to commonplace to be coincidental! The grins give it away? 

11 Old Parks play Upton for whose memorial shield 

12 Who was the last player to have taken 50+ wickets in a season,twice 

13 Which ex Parks player shares his name with a TV interviewer 

14 In which year where Parks Division B West - 2nd XI champions 
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15 Who was the only chairman ever to have won the chairman`s prize 

16 Coincidence or Curse. Which ex 2nd team captain also captained Wirral 

17 Who were the last father & son combination to pick up the best bowling & batting awards 
playing in the same XI  

18 The next 3 questions relate to last season (2010) Which 2 clubs finished lower than Parks 2nd 
XI who were also relegated 

19 How many times did the 1st & 2nd teams both win on the same day was it 1,2,3 or never 

20 Which team did Sandbach beat to send Parks to the Alliance 

 

Answers 

1 Mr Chairman, Dave Westwater hair too 

2 Dave Colebourn 1994, 1996 & 2009  

3 Brian Gus Cusick  

4 Stu McEwan (midweek side 94-06 inc) 

5 Yours truly 

6 Duck Bat 

7 Dave Roscoe 

8 Nicky Hitchell 

9 Keith Leicester  

10 Gary Dawson Prees CC 

11 Hughey Graham 

12 Dave Fletcher 

13 Mike/Michael Parkinson 

14 2003 

15 Ronnie Caton, he was the ex chairman when he won it 

16 Dave (Reg) Holdsworth 

17 Malcolm &Darcy Busell Ward 
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18 Mere & Windsford 

19 Never 

20 Stretton by 4 wickets 
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Mr Roscoe out, showered & changed. Graham Mox waiting to go in the middle, Ian Jones & Ray, Andy & Dave Smith, Little Joe, 
Lunny, Peter  Carl & a couple of Big Issue vendors 

Andrew Moxley is very photogenic, don’t you think ! 
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Back Row. Yours truly, Calamity Carl, Jonty Orr, Ben Larsson, Chris (Ted Lune) Bell 

Middle Row Sam (scorer) Mini (insignificant) The Grey Vixen, Primark Pete. 

Front Row Tomangy Manger, Little Joe, Will Walker 

 

In which season was that photograph taken? 
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This hexadactyl�venue has been a Parks fixture since the 1950s, where is it.? 

 

These should give you a clue 

        

Da cha lady bwana        Scudders pleading howzat           slip                  the keeper, still better than ours 

 

                    

12th man at silly mid off              a wicket always brings a high six      Healthy youth policy catching practice 
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 Opening bowlers operate from the same end. Right arm over & left arm round, keeps one on their 10 toes 

         

 

The toss, would you shout heads !   Beware of the off break Chinese doozara       What`s he doing here ? 
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There`s some runs, wickets, & drink  mileage in that lot. Scorer Sam`s 21st birthday. 
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A very rare find indeed An Old Parks XI without a Hitchell, Beckett, Marnick, Moxley, Fletcher or Evans. 

Unless somebody knows otherwise! 

Can you spot the three future first team players                                       

 

 

Ronnie with his samples ! 

 The doubles bar now consists of £2.20 for a single. 
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Since when was Fulton McKay chairman of Old Parks, the lead singer of Ultravox our wicketkeeper & the 
ginger minger Chris Evans the premier all rounder ? 
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